THE   END    OF    THE    WAR
that he thought first. There was no need for him to make
merely sentimental claims in attaching himself to what was to
become one of the great causes of his life. He was among the
first of Britain's leaders to hope that the Empire could be
bound together as an economic unity, independent of the
rest of the world. This great vision may not have been clear
to him in 1918, but he was already beginning to see it upon
the horizon.
While the Prince's first Empire journeys were being
arranged, he had to learn to become a Londoner again. He
was allowed the privilege of his own house and establishment,
and he slowly imposed his identity upon the English people
to whom, before the war, he had merely been the eldest of
their Sovereign's sons. Up to 1914, King George and Queen
Mary had guarded their heir from too much limelight.
The sons of kings are in greater danger of being spoiled
by adulation than the sons of other people, and King
George had been aware of the perils of allowing Prince
"David" to appear too often in public when he was a boy.
The Prince had driven through the streets for the Coronations
of his grandfather and his own father, and he had held
the stage during his investiture at Carnarvon. But, for the most
part, he had been kept in the shade and, before 1914, his
growing personality had not arrested public attention. The
first time he emerged from these shadows was when he appealed
for funds in aid of National Relief. He began his speech in a
nervous, hesitating voice. For two or three minutes it seemed
that he would fail, but his sincerity burned brightly behind
his indecision, and, towards the end, he spoke so fervently
that the women who listened to him took off then- jewels and
the men emptied their pockets, in aid of the fund. This was
the beginning of his popularity.
When the war ended and the mass of people no longer had
the trenches as a focus for their emotions, the Prince of Wales
soon became a public hero and a lion. He became also a
romantic figure, like a prince in a children's book. When he
paused to help an old soldier, or be kind to the sick, or to
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